
Cyber Security Services in Dubai: A Complete Guide 
for UAE Businesses in 2026 
Dubai is one of the world's most connected, digitally ambitious cities. With a government-led 
push toward a fully digital economy, a thriving fintech sector, one of the region's most active 
Web3 ecosystems, and a regulatory landscape that is growing more sophisticated every year, 
the UAE sits at the intersection of extraordinary opportunity and extraordinary cyber risk. 

 

Cyberattacks targeting UAE organizations have surged dramatically over the past three years. 
Ransomware, business email compromise, supply chain attacks, and advanced persistent 
threats (APTs) targeting critical infrastructure are no longer abstract concerns they are weekly 
occurrences hitting businesses across Dubai, Abu Dhabi, and the wider GCC. 

The result: cyber security services are no longer an IT department expense. They are a 
board-level strategic priority. Whether you operate a financial institution, a crypto exchange 
under VARA oversight, a government entity, or a fast-growing enterprise, the question is not 
whether a cyber incident will attempt to disrupt you it's whether you have the defenses, 
detection capabilities, and response readiness to withstand it when it does. 



This guide covers everything UAE decision-makers need to know about cyber security 
services Dubai what categories of services exist, which industries need them most urgently, 
what the UAE regulatory landscape requires, and how to evaluate a provider that will genuinely 
protect your organization rather than simply sell you a compliance checkbox. 

The UAE Cyber Threat Landscape in 2025 

Before exploring solutions, it's worth understanding what organizations in Dubai and the UAE 
are actually defending against. 

The Most Common Threats Facing UAE Businesses 

Ransomware and extortion attacks continue to be the most financially damaging category of 
cybercrime in the region. Attackers increasingly combine data encryption with data exfiltration, 
threatening to publish sensitive information unless demands are met. 

Business email compromise (BEC) and phishing remain the most common entry vectors. 
Human error, not technical failure, is the leading cause of successful breaches. Organizations 
without structured security awareness programs are particularly exposed. 

Supply chain and third-party attacks have grown dramatically. Attackers target software 
vendors, managed service providers, and contractors to gain access to their end clients 
bypassing perimeter defenses entirely. 

Nation-state and APT actors pose a real and escalating risk to UAE critical infrastructure, 
government systems, and strategic industries. These threat actors operate with patience, 
resources, and sophistication far beyond typical cybercriminals. 

Web3 and smart contract exploits represent one of the fastest-growing categories of financial 
loss globally. Rug pulls, flash loan attacks, and smart contract vulnerabilities have cost the 
global crypto ecosystem billions and Dubai's active virtual assets sector is a prime target. 

Understanding these threats is the foundation of selecting the right Cybersecurity Services 
Dubai provider because effective security is not generic. It must be calibrated to the specific 
risks your organization faces. 

What Are Cyber Security Services? A Clear Definition 
Cyber security services are professional services designed to protect organizations' digital 
assets, systems, networks, and data from unauthorized access, attack, damage, and disruption. 
They encompass a broad spectrum of capabilities from proactive risk identification and technical 
testing to ongoing monitoring, compliance management, and incident response. 

Effective Information Security Services span three fundamental dimensions: 
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Prevention — Identifying and closing vulnerabilities before attackers can exploit them, through 
penetration testing, vulnerability assessments, source code review, and attack surface 
management. 

Detection — Continuously monitoring systems and threat intelligence sources to identify attack 
indicators before they escalate into full incidents, through dark web monitoring, endpoint 
detection, and threat intelligence. 

Response — Ensuring the organization has plans, playbooks, and leadership in place to 
contain, investigate, and recover from incidents when they occur, through incident response 
planning, red teaming exercises, and vCISO oversight. 

Core Cyber Security Services Available in Dubai 
The UAE market has matured significantly in terms of the depth and sophistication of 
Cybersecurity Services UAE available. Here is a comprehensive overview of the categories 
every security-conscious organization should understand: 

Penetration Testing 

Penetration testing often called pentesting or ethical hacking is a structured, authorized attack 
against your systems, networks, applications, or people to identify exploitable vulnerabilities 
before real attackers do. 

A professional penetration test goes far beyond automated scanning. Expert testers simulate 
the mindset and methodology of real adversaries, chaining vulnerabilities together to 
demonstrate the actual business impact of a successful breach. In Dubai, penetration testing is 
increasingly required by regulators and enterprise clients as a condition of doing business. 

Types of penetration testing include: 

●​ Network penetration testing — Targeting firewalls, routers, VPNs, and internal network 
infrastructure 

●​ Web application penetration testing — Targeting APIs, web portals, authentication 
systems, and business logic 

●​ Mobile application penetration testing — Assessing iOS and Android apps for data 
exposure and vulnerabilities 

●​ Social engineering and phishing simulations — Testing human defenses against 
manipulation 

●​ Cloud security testing — Assessing misconfigurations and vulnerabilities in AWS, 
Azure, and GCP environments 

Vulnerability Assessments 
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Where penetration testing simulates an attack, a vulnerability assessment provides a 
comprehensive, systematic review of your environment to identify, classify, and prioritize known 
vulnerabilities. It is typically broader in scope than a pentest, covering more systems across 
your infrastructure, and serves as an essential foundation for any security improvement 
program. 

Regular vulnerability assessments ensure your teams are addressing the risks that matter most 
— not chasing low-priority issues while critical exposures remain unaddressed. 

Dark Web Monitoring 

The dark web is where stolen credentials, leaked data, and attack planning frequently surface 
before an incident becomes visible to the target organization. Dark web monitoring provides 
continuous surveillance of underground forums, marketplaces, and data leak sites to detect 
when your organization's data, credentials, or intellectual property appears in threat actor 
hands. 

For financial institutions, crypto businesses, and enterprises handling sensitive customer data, 
dark web monitoring is an early warning system that can dramatically reduce the window 
between a breach and its discovery. 

Attack Surface Management 

Your attack surface is everything that an external attacker can see, probe, and potentially 
exploit — your domains, IP ranges, cloud assets, exposed APIs, third-party integrations, and 
more. In a world where organizations constantly add new cloud services, acquire companies, 
and deploy remote work infrastructure, the attack surface grows faster than most security teams 
can track manually. 

Attack surface management provides continuous, automated discovery and monitoring of your 
external-facing assets, alerting your team to new exposures and misconfigurations before 
attackers find them first. 

Red Teaming 

Red teaming is the most advanced form of security testing — a full adversarial simulation in 
which a dedicated team of expert attackers attempts to achieve specific objectives within your 
environment (such as accessing executive email, exfiltrating sensitive data, or disrupting 
operations) using any and all available tactics. 

Unlike a standard penetration test, a red team engagement is typically conducted covertly, with 
only a small number of authorized stakeholders aware it is taking place. This tests not just your 
technical defenses but your detection and response capabilities — revealing whether your 
security team can identify and stop a sophisticated, persistent attacker. 
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Red teaming is the gold standard for organizations that want to genuinely understand their 
security posture rather than simply achieve a compliance certification. 

Security Awareness Training 

Technology alone cannot stop cyberattacks. More than 90% of successful breaches involve a 
human element — a clicked phishing link, a shared password, a misconfigured setting. Security 
awareness training builds the human firewall that technical controls cannot. 

Effective programs go beyond once-a-year compliance training. They include regular phishing 
simulations, role-based training tailored to different job functions, measurable behavior tracking, 
and a culture-building approach that makes security second nature for every employee. 

Smart Contract Auditing 

For Web3 projects, DeFi protocols, tokenization platforms, and any organization deploying 
blockchain-based applications, smart contract auditing is a non-negotiable security control. 

A smart contract audit involves a comprehensive manual and automated review of your contract 
code to identify vulnerabilities — including reentrancy attacks, integer overflows, access control 
flaws, and logic errors — before your contracts are deployed to mainnet. Given that smart 
contract vulnerabilities are often irreversible once deployed, an audit is among the highest-value 
investments a Web3 project can make. 

AI Agentic Penetration Testing 

As organizations adopt AI-powered applications, agentic workflows, and large language model 
(LLM) integrations, a new category of security risk has emerged. AI agentic penetration testing 
assesses the security of AI systems specifically — testing for prompt injection, model 
manipulation, data poisoning risks, and vulnerabilities in the integrations and APIs that connect 
AI agents to real-world systems. 

This is a frontier capability that most cybersecurity firms in the UAE are not yet equipped to 
deliver. For organizations building or deploying AI-powered products, this testing category is 
rapidly becoming essential. 

Source Code Review 

A source code review — also called a secure code review or static application security testing 
(SAST) — involves a deep analysis of your application's source code to identify security 
vulnerabilities that would not be visible from the outside through conventional penetration 
testing. 
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Code reviews are particularly valuable during development (to catch vulnerabilities before they 
reach production), during acquisitions (to assess the security quality of acquired software), and 
for highly sensitive applications where a thorough analysis of the codebase itself is warranted. 

Cyber Security Services for Specific Industries in UAE 
The right cybersecurity approach is never one-size-fits-all. Different industries in the UAE face 
distinct threat profiles, regulatory requirements, and operational constraints. 

 

Enterprise Organizations 

Large enterprise organizations in the UAE typically operate complex, multi-layered IT 
environments spanning on-premises infrastructure, multiple cloud platforms, remote workforces, 
and extensive third-party vendor ecosystems. Cyber Security Services for Businesses at the 
enterprise scale require a strategic, program-based approach — not ad hoc point solutions. 

Enterprise cybersecurity programs typically integrate vulnerability management, penetration 
testing, red teaming, awareness training, and executive-level security leadership (through a 
vCISO) into a coherent, continuously improving security posture. 

Government and Critical Infrastructure 
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Government entities and critical infrastructure operators in the UAE face some of the most 
sophisticated and persistent cyber threats in the region — including nation-state actors with 
strategic objectives. The consequences of a successful attack extend beyond financial loss to 
national security, public safety, and societal disruption. 

Information Security Services Dubai for government clients must align with UAE national 
cybersecurity frameworks, Dubai Electronic Security Center (DESC) standards, and 
sector-specific requirements — while delivering the operational resilience that mission-critical 
systems demand. 

Fintech and Financial Services 

Banks, payment processors, digital lenders, and insurance platforms operating in the UAE face 
strict regulatory requirements from the Central Bank of UAE (CBUAE) alongside the 
ever-present threat of financially motivated cybercrime. Penetration testing, vulnerability 
management, dark web monitoring, and compliance-aligned security programs are core 
requirements for any regulated financial services provider. 

Web3, Crypto, and VARA-Regulated Businesses 

Dubai's virtual assets ecosystem — operating under the oversight of VARA (Virtual Assets 
Regulatory Authority) — represents one of the most security-sensitive environments in the 
region. vCISO for VARA Compliance combines executive security leadership with deep 
knowledge of VARA's cybersecurity mandates to help crypto exchanges, VASPs, custodians, 
and tokenization platforms maintain their licenses and protect their users. 

Beyond VARA compliance, Web3 businesses need smart contract auditing, protocol security 
reviews, and ongoing threat intelligence tailored to the blockchain ecosystem. 

The Regulatory Landscape: What UAE Compliance 
Requires 
Cyber Security Consulting Services in the UAE increasingly operate at the intersection of 
technical security and regulatory compliance. Key frameworks that Dubai organizations must 
navigate include: 

VARA (Virtual Assets Regulatory Authority): Mandatory cybersecurity governance for all 
licensed virtual asset service providers in Dubai, including requirements for security leadership, 
incident reporting, and regular security assessments. 

UAE National Cybersecurity Strategy: A comprehensive national framework that sets 
expectations for critical sectors including energy, finance, healthcare, and transport. 
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Central Bank of UAE (CBUAE) Cybersecurity Framework: Standards applicable to banks, 
finance companies, and payment service providers. 

Dubai Electronic Security Center (DESC): Cybersecurity standards for government and 
semi-government entities in Dubai. 

International Standards: ISO 27001, PCI DSS, SOC 2, and GDPR (for entities handling EU 
personal data) are frequently required by enterprise clients, international partners, and global 
regulators. 

Femto Security's compliance services help organizations across all these frameworks — 
building programs that satisfy regulators while genuinely reducing risk, not simply producing 
paper compliance. 

What Makes Femto Security Different: Cybersecurity 
Services Dubai Businesses Can Trust 
Femto Security is a Dubai-based cybersecurity firm with over 15 years of expertise, a team of 
certified ethical hackers and security specialists, and a purpose-built platform CyberSec365 — 
that delivers continuous, real-time visibility into your security posture. 

What distinguishes Cybersecurity Services Dubai from Femto Security: 

Full-spectrum capability under one roof. From entry-level vulnerability assessments to 
advanced red team engagements and AI-specific security testing, Femto Security's team covers 
the complete range of offensive and defensive security capabilities meaning clients don't need 
to manage multiple specialist vendors. 

UAE and GCC regulatory expertise. Femto Security's team operates daily within the UAE 
regulatory environment — VARA, DESC, CBUAE, and international frameworks. This isn't 
theoretical knowledge; it's operational experience built through real client engagements. 

Web3 and blockchain native capability. Most cybersecurity firms treat Web3 security as an 
afterthought. Femto Security has developed dedicated smart contract auditing and Web3 
security practices, bringing genuine technical depth to blockchain security rather than generic IT 
security applied to a new domain. 

Continuous monitoring through CyberSec365. Point-in-time assessments are valuable, but 
the threat landscape changes daily. CyberSec365 provides ongoing monitoring, real-time 
dashboards, and proactive alerts that keep your security posture visible and manageable 365 
days a year. 

Human-led, technology-enhanced delivery. Automated tools catch known vulnerabilities. 
Expert human testers find the creative, chained attack paths that automated tools miss and that 
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real attackers use. Femto Security's engagements are always led by experienced security 
professionals, not automated platforms with a human label. 

How to Choose the Right Cyber Security Services 
Provider in Dubai 
With a growing number of providers offering Cyber Security Services UAE, selecting the right 
partner requires careful evaluation. Here's what to look for: 

Proven technical credentials. Look for certifications like OSCP, CREST, CEH, CISSP, and 
relevant cloud security qualifications. More importantly, ask for evidence of real-world 
engagements — not just certification lists. 

Sector-specific experience. A firm that primarily serves retail businesses will not be 
well-equipped to advise a VARA-regulated crypto exchange. Ensure your provider has 
demonstrable experience in your industry and with your regulatory framework. 

Transparent methodology. A credible provider will explain their methodology clearly — how 
they scope engagements, what testing techniques they use, how they report findings, and how 
they support remediation. Vague answers here are a red flag. 

Quality of reporting. Security findings are only valuable if they are communicated in a way that 
enables action. Ask for sample reports. Look for clear risk ratings, business impact statements, 
and actionable remediation guidance — not just technical jargon. 

Ongoing relationship, not transactional delivery. Cybersecurity is not a project with a defined 
end. The best providers build long-term relationships with clients — providing continuous 
advisory support, staying current with your environment, and adapting their services as your 
business and the threat landscape evolve. 

Conclusion: 
The digital opportunity in Dubai and the UAE is real and growing. So is the threat landscape that 
comes with it. Organizations that treat cybersecurity as a compliance burden rather than a 
business enabler consistently find themselves underprepared when incidents occur and in 
today's environment, incidents are a matter of when, not if. 

Cyber security services delivered by a provider with genuine technical depth, UAE regulatory 
expertise, and a commitment to your specific risk environment are the foundation upon which 
digital confidence is built. Whether you need a focused penetration test, continuous dark web 
monitoring, a comprehensive enterprise security program, or VARA-compliant security 
leadership, the right partner makes the difference between security as a cost and security as a 
competitive advantage. 



Femto Security exists to be that partner for organizations across Dubai and the UAE. From 
enterprise security programs to government critical infrastructure protection, from advanced red 
teaming to source code review and attack surface management the full spectrum of capabilities 
your organization needs is available under one roof, delivered by experts who understand your 
environment. 

Frequently Asked Questions:  

What are cyber security services, and why does my business need them? 

Cyber security services are professional services that protect your organization's systems, data, 
and operations from cyber threats. Every business that uses technology — which in 2025 
means every business — faces cyber risk. The question is not whether you need protection, but 
whether your current defenses are proportionate to the threats targeting your industry and size. 

How much do cyber security services cost in Dubai? 

Costs vary significantly based on the scope and type of service. A focused penetration test 
might start from a few thousand AED, while a comprehensive enterprise security program 
encompassing multiple service lines can run to hundreds of thousands annually. The more 
relevant question is what the cost of a major breach would be — which for most organizations 
far exceeds the cost of proactive security investment. 

What cyber security services are required for VARA compliance in Dubai? 

VARA requires licensed virtual asset service providers to implement robust cybersecurity 
governance, including security assessments, incident response capabilities, and designated 
security leadership. Femto Security's vCISO for VARA Compliance service is specifically 
designed to help VASPs meet these requirements comprehensively. 

Is penetration testing mandatory for businesses in the UAE? 

Penetration testing is explicitly required under several UAE regulatory frameworks, including 
VARA mandates and CBUAE cybersecurity standards. Even where it is not strictly mandated by 
regulation, penetration testing is increasingly required by enterprise clients, cyber insurers, and 
international business partners as a condition of commercial relationships. 

What is the difference between a vulnerability assessment and a 
penetration test? 

A vulnerability assessment identifies and prioritizes known vulnerabilities across your 
environment it's broad in scope and systematic. A penetration test goes further: a skilled tester 
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actively attempts to exploit vulnerabilities to demonstrate their real-world impact. Both are 
valuable and serve complementary purposes in a mature security program. 

Do UAE businesses need smart contract auditing? 

Any organization deploying smart contracts whether for DeFi, tokenization, NFT platforms, or 
any blockchain-based application should undergo a professional smart contract audit before 
deployment. Given that smart contract vulnerabilities can result in irreversible financial losses, 
an audit is among the highest-ROI security investments available to Web3 projects. 

How does dark web monitoring help UAE businesses? 

Dark web monitoring provides early warning when your organization's credentials, sensitive 
data, or intellectual property appears in underground forums and marketplaces often before the 
breach itself becomes visible through conventional means. This early warning allows 
organizations to take protective action (such as forcing password resets or investigating access 
logs) before an attacker can leverage the stolen information. 

What is AI agentic penetration testing? 

AI agentic penetration testing is a specialized service that assesses the security of AI-powered 
applications and systems including large language model (LLM) integrations, agentic workflows, 
and AI-driven APIs. As organizations in Dubai and globally adopt AI, new attack surfaces and 
vulnerabilities are emerging that conventional security testing is not designed to address. 
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